[Long-term oral administration of etoposide in the treatment of patients with advanced non-small-cell carcinoma of the lung. The second phase of a clinical study].
Over the period from May 1989 to May 1992 thirty-four patients with advanced non-small cell lung cancer (NSCLC) were treated with prolonged administration of oral etoposide. Etoposide was administered in a dose of 50 mg/m2 a day for 21 days. Nine (26%) patients partially responded to the treatment that lasted 2-7 months (median 5 months). Median survival time was 6 months, and 1-year survival was 32%. The most common toxic events were alopecia and myelosuppression. No patient died of treatment-related toxicity. Results of this study demonstrate moderate efficiency of the prolonged administration of oral etoposide to patients with advanced NSCLC.